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SUBJECT: Approval of Necessity of School Construction: Portsmouth

The Council on Elementary and Secondary Education has as one of its responsibilities reviewing and
certifying the need for school construction projects to be reimbursed through the school housing aid
program and the SBA Capital Fund. Most large projects are supported by bonds and are
comprehensive projects with major renovation and/or new construction components. With the
passage of the Statewide School Construction Bond in November 2018, voters activated six new
temporary bonus incentives and access to $250M in upfront funding to support the state share of
foundation school housing aid.

At this meeting, the Council is being asked to approve a Necessity of School Construction application.
A chart summarizing Portsmouth Public School’s projects is provided in Attachment 1.

RECOMMENDATION: THAT, the Council on Elementary and Secondary Education approve the
necessity of school construction projects totaling $21,439,299 pursuant to 16-7-41.1 as follows
(please note that when the applicable reimbursement share ratios are applied to the estimated
total project costs noted below, the state share is expected to be $7,503,755, which includes
$1,598,300 in pay-as-you-go funding):

Portsmouth:

a. Districtwide Repairs and Renovations:

i. Hathaway Elementary School $ 7,375,304
ii. Melville Elementary School $ 7.699.843
iii.  Portsmouth Middle School $ 1,859,800
iv.  Portsmouth High School $ 4,504,352
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